
The Red Light 
Running Proble m 

Red light running has become commonplace in our society, 

but it is a serious and dangerous offense causing more 

thon 100,000 collisions every year. ISo(efy Evo/uotion 

of Highway Sofely. Federal Highway Administration.) 

Consider this: 
• Each year, approximately 800 people are killed 

and another 165,000 ore iniured in red light 
running collisions. !Fo/o/ity A nalysis Reporting 
System. Notional Highway Traffic Safely 
Administration. ) 

• More tholl half of the deaths in red light running 
crashes are other motorists and pedestrians. 
Iinsurance Institute of Highway Solely ) 

• According 1o the Notional Highway Traffic and 

Sofety Adminislrolion, 'he economic cosl 10 society of 

red light running crashes exceeds $14 million per yeO(. 

Red light running may be allributed. in port, to on 

allilude todoy in which lime is valued more than safety. 

In a recent po ll the leading excuse given for running 

a red light was -being in a hurry: The time saved by 

avoiding a red light? A mere 47 seconds. !Sco"~dale, 
AZ Police Deparfmenl.) 

A vast maiority of Americans believe 
their lives are in danger from red light 
runners. 

Research shows thol 97 percent of the American public 

feors they will be hil by a red light runner when driving 

through on intersection. And, one in three Americans 

know someone who has been injured or killed because 

of Q red light runner. (Federal Highway Administration) 



The law requires that drivers bring 
their vehicle to a full and complete 

stop before proceeding right on red. 

In addition 10 drivers who enler on intersection during a 

red light. drivers who failla slOp before making a right turn 

on red may also be issued a cilolion. The law requires tho I 

drivers bring their vehicle 10 a full and complete slop before 

proceeding right on red. 

Before a lickel is ever issued, the viola lion is reviewed 

three differenllimes by trained technicians to ensure thol 

a legitimate violation has occuued. As the finol slep in 

the process, on agent of the cily, such as a police officer, 

conducts a careful review of the photographs and video 

evidence of each incident o~ a citation is issued. A summons 

is then sen! by moil 10 the registered owner of the violating 

vehicle. The owner then has the option 10 either pay the licket, 

contest the Citation or show proof thatlhey were not the driver 

at the lime of the incident. Some communities hold the vehide 

owner responsible for the violation. In other communities, the 

driver of the vehicle is held responsible for the violation. 

In these communities, on additional image of the driver's 

face is recorded. 

Photos and video of the violation can be viewed online 

at wwwophotonotice ocom. 

Effective? Yes! 
The use of cameras is proven to substantially reduce 

the number of red light violations. According to on 

evaluation by the Insurance Institute of Highway Safety, 

photo enforcement reduced red light running by nearly 

40 percenl. Violation reductions also carried over to the 

intersections near those equipped wilh red light cameros, 

indicoting a community·wide change in driver behavior. 

In a nine·month study commissioned by the Arizona 

Deportment of Transportation, automated enforcement 

freeway cameros were shown to reduce the overage 

speed of all vehicles by nine mph. The number of single. 

vehicle collisions was reduced by 68 percent and the 

number of side.swipe collisions down by 48 percent 

(Washington el ai, 2007). For more research and studies, 

go to wwwostopredlightrunningocom. 

Enforcement cameros hove been used more Ihon 20 years 

in Ihe Uniled Sioies. In thai time, they have proven to be 

extremely accurate and reliable . lows reqUire that red light 

cameros meel specified standards and be we ll maintained. 

Red Light Cameras 
and Safety 
Motorists agree 10 abide by alllfaffic lows w hen 

they obloin a driver's license . Enforcement cameros 

are posted in public areas and ore clearly marked 10 

ensure Ihol citizens ore aware Ihey are in use. Photo 

enforcement technology is simply one 1001 avoilable 10 

the community to ensure Ihal citizens ore acting in a safe 

and responsible manner for Ine benefit of themselves 

and those around them. 


